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disagreeable, and what trouble there is about the smell
may be put down principally to the albuminous matters
which in small quantities remain in the washed rubber.
Various oxidizing agents will destroy the smell for a time,
but owing to the fact that the action is only superficial, the
remedy proves to be but temporary, and the trouble soon
arises again. It must not be taken that the use of oxidizing
agents is advocated as desirable; indeed, grave suspicion
attaches to any such procedure, because there is every
probability that what will destroy the albuminous matter
will have an injurious action upon the rubber also. What
is known as Bourn's process for deodorizing rubber goods
is based on safer lines. This consists in placing the goods
in trays of charcoal in a warm stove. Although, however,
this is referred to by previous writers as a process of value,
the author has never found it to come up to expectations,
that is, with regard to permanency of result. As in the
case of oxidizing solutions, the undoubted deodorization which
is at first effected soon gives place to the old state of affairs.
To turn to another point connected more particularly
with fruit and salmon jar rings, it is important that the
rubber be prepared especially to withstand, in the first
case, vegetable acids, and in the second case, oily sub-
stances. This is a matter which has closely engaged the
attention of the manufacturers with satisfactory results,
and it need hardly be said that in view of the possible
action of the contents of the jars upon the rubber, the use
of certain metallic oxides, harmless enough for other goods,
has been recognised as undesirable. Although in some
quarters the use of rings made of asbestos, felt, or other
material lias been advocated in the interests of hygiene, it